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STEEL TOWERS FOR
THE FIRE STATIONS

State’s Observation® Scheme in

' the Adirondacks is Ex-

plained

Steel observation towers are soon
to take the place of the wanden
structurea used by the state conser-
vatlon commission at fire observa-
tion stations in the Adirondack for-
est region. The commission has just
purchased ten steel towers of a type
that has never before heen used.
"I‘lm:g;r vary in height from forty to
aevantr feet, depending upon the lo-
catlon. There {8 an enclosed cabin.
on the tower which insures & com-
fortable place for the obgerver in all:
kinds of weather,

The system of fire observation sta-
tlons maintained by the conserva-
tion department in the Adirondacks
and Catskill regions number in all
about fifty. During the season when
forest fires are most prevalent & man.
is stationed at ,each one who is
charged with the sole duty of de-
tecting forest fires and reporting
them to the nearest foreat ranger,
Every station is connected by tele- |
phone with the nearest settlement or
ranger headquarters and in nearly
all cases the stations are also con-
nected with commercial telephone:
systems which permit long distance
| service,
| Becaus¢ the summits of many of’
, the mountains ia the forest pre-
'Faer'raa are heavily wooded, it is nan-l
essary to erect_fowers to give the ob- |
servers an unrestricted view of the:l
’ surroundfng country. Wooden tow- !
ers have been used in the past, but |

it has been found necesgary to' prio- !
vide some sort of enclosure on the .
| top of the observation station for the |
"COMTOFL BT theobserver - Fhe—high
 elevation of many of the mountians

makes for rigorous weather condi-

tions. High winds are encountered
at nearly all periods of the year.
Since the conservation commission
requires its observers to be on duty |
at all times, it found it advisable to
replace the old wooden' towere with |
the more modern and. sheltaring con-
trivance of ateel, !
Ten steel towers, recently’ pur-
chased, are at the present time' in
course of erection. Additionrl: tow-

;era of a similar nature are-to: e pur-
| chased until all of the fire observa-

tlon stations are eguipped with them

Owing to the fact that the spring
and early summer has¢ b&fen: raplate
with rain, there have besm: fewer
forest firea this year than in many
previous ones. The dry wenther, es:
peclally when: it is accompanied: by
warm weather, makes conditions for
forest fires such. as to' cause great
painstaking on the part of the: oon-
servalion department to prevent. sars
fous loss from a spark, a carelemsly
tossed match or smouldering camp
fire.

Up to the present no- forest fives:of
any importance have been reported
to the congervation commission. The
rain of the past month has dampen-
ed the ground through the: decayed
stubble of which forest fires: general-
Iy have thelir origin.

Thousands of acres of wvaluable
timber, representing an enormous
amount of money has been lost in
the past as the result of forest fires.
Carelessness has been the cause of

L thege firea in more than one in-

-stance. Umnea under Readway, it is
a weary, dangerous and Herculean
‘task to control the forest flames.
Notwithastanding the fact that
there has been plenty of rain, vigi-
' lance and precaution against forest

fires ure Just as prevalent now as in
former years.




